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22 are competing 
in cookout at wharf 

By Margaret Sheppard 

S LoicGiobe'Osimocrfil 

America’s grovring culinary phe 
nomtiioa, [be ai{-oo[, u4u2-bai]g. blg- 
lime ibow-bii barbecue content, 
reached lbe(J«teway Cily Saturday. 

As the smoke drifted hi^ and Ihe 
leenl of cooking port spread wide along 
Leonor K. Sullivan Boulevard (former¬ 
ly Wharf Street), St. Louisans enjoyed 
their city’s finsl Riverfront Picnic and 
International Barbecue. 

Bc4 they weroi’t able to enjoy the 
meat being prepared by the 22 contes¬ 
tants. There was a rate again.'jl the 
coitestanls’ giving a taste to anyone 
exet^ajudge. 

A few competitors were sli^jing 
oamples to onlookers, but most cooks 
were explaining that the rules did not 
allow samples. 

TTIAT DENIAL di«appointcd many 
of Ibc people who tura^ up on the 
'rtverfront expecting to taste various 
competitive recipes. 

"They have some‘Cijun style'at one 
’pla re,” said Tim Edwards of South St. 
Ixjujs. ”rd really liked to have tried 
that.” 

-■"Tbey talked about Mmples,” 
lamented St. Louisan Edward 
-Beckman. 

' But his wife, EHeanor, said she had 
,1»eard there would be no aamplcs. 
)*nyhaw, the Beckmans said, they were 
'«Jo)lwvg the event. They had tried 
'•toe of (he barbecue for lale at the 
‘ttuncroue booths ^wead imwig the 
cDoteatants. 

irVE BANDS' played oa three 
atages; and jugglers, mimes and 
^tlowni amused the crowd, which 
•Saturday afternoon included many 
, families with young children. 



fflobo-Otmocrat/TIm Vtzm 


Uncle BilJy Bolyard pourshissecret sauce on Saturday during the fiiverfron! Picnic and Inier- 

pork steaks, then simmers them on the charcoed fire nalional Barbecue in St. Louis. 

three cooking categories: whole bqg, 
pork shoulder and ribs. The winner of 
each cat^ory will gel $2,000, And (be 
overall winner will receive $5,000 more. 
Will) $1,500 for the ’'tbowman^p" 
prize, n total of $20,000 Will be given 
Cori!«nji?cJonPage 12 A 


Wayne SjMijicer, his sister, Linda, 
and his girlfriend, Denise Smitli, all of 
East St, Louis, had crossed the river to 
allend the barbecue. like (be Brek- 
mans, they were sitting el one of the 
picjji{' riiljles aJong lioonnr K. Sullivan 
illJUb'VHUl 


i^«ncer aaid they were enjoying the 
live rock music from tlx stage just 
acroGs the street. Tltey )iad eaten some 
pretty good barbecue bought at a stand, 
Spencer said, though “it wasn't as good 
os mine.” 

TilE 22 COOKS were competing in 



Globe-DamocrtiTIm 

St Louisans gather atong Leonop K. Sullivan ternational Barbecue Saturday. The event cor- l ' ~, 
eoulevardforthefirstRiverlronlPIcnicandln. finuesSunday. The view istromlheEadsBtidge 


Cooks hogging attention 

22 competing at first riverliont barbecue 


ConfinuedhomPagelA 

away. The spensors say that amount is 
the largest barbecue prize money in the 
country. 

Tbe ccotest is “v^ attractive,” uid 
linda Tbtoason of Cape Glrmxleau, 
bead cook for tbe Boss liawgs Best, six 
women from Cape ttKl KeoneU, in 
sotitheut Missouri. 

St. Louis’ competition is the first she 
bu eoooufltered in which i thirdi^ce 
viimer could return home having made 
a profit, ibe said. At most competitioDs, 
cdy tbe gnoA prize winner receives an 
amoont exceeding travel and com- 
petititoo costs, and HHnetiiDee that (op 
viimer does set ctoe out ahead, sbe 
laid. 

A whole hog, for iKtence, cu oosl 
1)00(0 $170, 

”1 have invciiors ” she lald. '‘Tliey 
buy the bog, and 1 barbecue H. I oerve 
■lyhe five pomids of it to tbe judges, 
wm{ tbm I inve maybe K poumk left. 
lUt'l • lo( of meat. 1 take U home and 
ftrelt (0 tbe investors.’' 

NOT FAR AWAY, Alfred and Shirley 


Lawson of Kansas City regretfully 
turned away a woman in a sun visor 
who Bskedforasampte. 

The Lawsons cook under the name 
“Custom Built Bar-B-Q," and they have 
a mobile cooker, custom-built by 
Lawson, wbo happens to have a 
nuchiue shop. It has four cooking 
clumbers, two on each end of a small 
platform. 

When they began competing in 19S2, 
the Lawtons traveled around with 
seven whisky borrels, said Mi?. 
Lawtim, but it (oiA a hug time b set 
them tip, ao luwson designed his 
custom rig. They nsually enter about 
^ contests a rummer, Mrs. LawBon 
ttid 

JR’S COOK N’ CREW coosisted d 
Jerry a^ CBTolyn Roach of DeWiK, 
Ark. Tlieir team t^ls nine, but JR said 
be figured (be hard rains in Arkansas 
lilt night had prevented the rest of tbe 
members from driving north. 

He makes cookers, (oo, and wiil sdl 
one just like tbe cme be was using for 


$3J)00. It has a gas starter, two roony ’. 

cooking chambers and thermometer. , 

“Water is my big secret.” he Mid," 
pointing oul a water chamber next to 
(he cooking chambers. 

His brochure says water makes (iw 
iaxiermealand regular tcmperatur^i - 
JRstartedcompeliaginlSW. 

"rve always loved to cook afid ' 
Urbecue,” be said. ”I started witfav 
big Fourth of July party. The first thiiC 
I know, they had a toriiecoe coDteslkb ; 

IjltIeRock,andlenleTedilaodwoBfc • 
and (hat qualified me f^ Memphis te 
May, I came in fifth there of dpl- 
testants.” ' 

Hempliis in May is the big leaguesTIb'. 
barbecue gypsies, with more than ijo 
competitors. 

IHE PAWNEE Pork Sewtiwss^f,' 
Kennett, Mo-, seemed to be stroSV 
contenders fot- tbe ^wmoniBp •, 
award. DresJ^ like pioneers and |p- 
isiB, they erected i tepee, oet up a i#, 
fence, and denionslrated 
firearms and poneerlkills 7ri' 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ztvn0004 





